
THE IMPOSITION OF ASHES 

& 

THE HOLY EUCHARIST - RITE II 

 
Ash Wednesday 

February 22, 2023 

12:00 P.M. 

 
 

You are welcomed whether you are a guest or a member,  
and we invite you to join us in our worship of God. 

 
If you are worshiping with us for the first time, please introduce yourself to our clergy following the service. 

We also invite you to please take a moment to sign our Guest Book which can be found at the Welcome 
Center.  This Service Bulletin contains all that you will need to worship with us today. 

 
If you have a prayer request, please write it in the book that is located at the prayer desk just outside the back 

of the sanctuary. 
 

ST. AUGUSTINE OF CANTERBURY EPISCOPAL CHURCH 

OUR MISSION STATEMENT 

We are an enthusiastically welcoming and inviting Christian community  
committed to the unity of all people with God through Christ. 
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Blessed Lent and welcome to St. Augustine of Canterbury Episcopal Church! 
 
We pray that as you worship here during this Lenten season you will join us in praising God.  
 
The word Lent comes from the old English word “lencten” which means lengthening or 
“Springtime.” Lent is not only a forty-day season that focuses on the story of Jesus’ passion and 
death, but rather, Lent is a journey of conversion, a passage of a people who have been forever 
marked by the story’s end—Jesus’ passion, death and resurrection. Originally, the forty days of 
Lent were understood as the final stage of preparation for those called to baptism and also as a 
time for reconversion for those already baptized. Thus, we undertake the Lenten journey, as did 
ancient pilgrims before us, in the company of others. We mark the steps of our journey by gath-
ering each week to evangelize and be evangelized, that is, to hear the story of Jesus set next to 
our life stories.  
 
One will notice the restrained atmosphere during the Lenten season at St. Augustine’s as seen in 
the liturgy and vestments, and even heard in the music. By “scaling back” our normal celebra-
tive Sunday experience we seek to focus our attention during this penitential season of the year 
on what is essential to our faith and salvation. Indeed, to emphasize prayer during this season 
we hearken to an ancient tradition observed by our Jewish brothers and sisters, by creating a 
sackcloth “Wailing Wall” behind the altar where each week we will place your “ Prayer 
Ropes.”  
 
I invite you to participate in worship today as you feel comfortable. You will find St. Au-
gustine’s to be that place where you will receive a radical WELCOME, experience thought-
provoking and inspiring WORSHIP, and meet other disciples of Jesus ready and willing to 
WITNESS to all that God is doing! 
 
If this is your first time in the Episcopal Church, everything you need to follow worship is in 
this Worship Guide.  If you have any questions please do not hesitate to ask anyone around you 
for help. 
 
I hope to meet you before or after worship but just in case I do not, please fill out the attendance 
sheet in your bulletin and place it in the offering plate so we can connect with you. 
 
Again, a Holy Lent to you and your family. 
 
Blessings,  
 
 

Fr. Joseph C. Alsay + 

Rector 
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+ THE GATHERING RITE + 
 
Prelude:  Improvisation on “Jesus Walked This Lonesome Valley”  E.Chard 

Welcome and Announcements  

Sacred Silence 

Please stand and face the doors of the church at the sounding of the shofar. 

Opening Acclamation 

Presider Bless the Lord who forgives all our sins. 
People His mercy endures forever.  

Invitation to Lent 

Dear People of God: The first Christians observed with great devotion the days of our Lord’s passion and 
resurrection, and it became the custom of the Church to prepare for them by a season of penitence and fasting. This 
season of Lent provided a time in which converts to the faith were prepared for Holy Baptism. It was also a time 
when those who, because of notorious sins, had been separated from the body of the faithful were reconciled by 
penitence and forgiveness, and restored to the fellowship of the Church. Thereby, the whole congregation was put 
in mind of the message of pardon and absolution set forth in the Gospel of our Savior, and of the need which all 
Christians continually have to renew their repentance and faith. 

I invite you, therefore, in the name of the Church, to the observance of a holy Lent, by self-examination and 
repentance; by prayer, fasting, and self-denial; and by reading and meditating on God’s holy Word.  

Silence is kept for a time, then all will be invited to kneel. 

Litany of Penitence 

Most holy and merciful Father: 

We confess to you and to one another, and to the whole communion of saints in heaven and on earth, that we 
have sinned by our own fault in thought, word, and deed; by what we have done, and by what we have left 
undone. 

We have not loved you with our whole heart, and mind, and strength. We have not loved our neighbors as 
ourselves. We have not forgiven others, as we have been forgiven. 
Have mercy on us, Lord. 

We have been deaf to your call to serve, as Christ served us. We have not been true to the mind of Christ. We have 
grieved your Holy Spirit.   
Have mercy on us, Lord. 

We confess to you, Lord, all our past unfaithfulness: the pride, hypocrisy, and impatience of our lives, 
We confess to you, Lord. 

Our self indulgent appetites and ways, and our exploitation of other people, 
We confess to you, Lord. 

Our anger at our own frustration, and our envy of those more fortunate than ourselves, 
We confess to you, Lord. 

Our intemperate love of worldly goods and comforts, and our dishonesty in daily life and work, 
We confess to you, Lord. 

Our negligence in prayer and worship, and our failure to commend the faith that is in us, 
We confess to you, Lord. 
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Accept our repentance, Lord, for the wrongs we have done: for our blindness to human need and  
suffering, and our indifference to injustice and cruelty, 
Accept our repentance, Lord. 

For all false judgments, for uncharitable thoughts toward our neighbors, and for our prejudice and  
contempt toward those who differ from us, 
Accept our repentance, Lord. 

For our waste and pollution of your creation, and our lack of concern for those who come after us, 
Accept our repentance, Lord. 

Restore us, good Lord, and let your anger depart from us; 
Favorably hear us, for your mercy is great. 

Accomplish in us the work of your salvation,  
That we may show forth your glory in the world. 

By the cross and passion of your Son our Lord,  
Bring us with all your saints to the joy of his resurrection. 

The Ministers of the Liturgy process to the Baptismal Font and the Presider blesses the ashes, saying the following: 

Blessing & Imposition of Ashes 

Almighty God, you have created us out of the dust of the earth: Grant that these ashes may be to us a sign of our 
mortality and penitence, that we may remember that it is only by your gracious gift that we are given everlasting 
life; through Jesus Christ our Savior. Amen. 

The Ushers will release each row for those who wish to participate in the Imposition of Ashes. If you need Ashes 
brought to you, please let the Ushers know. 
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Please kneel. 
Psalmody: Psalm 51 

Have mercy on me, O God, according to your steadfast love; according to your abundant mercy blot out my 
transgressions.  
Wash me thoroughly from my iniquity, and cleanse me from my sin. 

For I know my transgressions, and my sin is ever before me. 
Against you, you alone, have I sinned, and done what is evil in your sight, so that you are justified in your 
sentence and blameless when you pass judgment. 

Indeed, I was born guilty, a sinner when my mother conceived me. 
You desire truth in the inward being; therefore teach me wisdom in my secret heart. 

Purge me with hyssop, and I shall be clean; wash me, and I shall be whiter than snow. 
Let me hear joy and gladness; let the bones that you have crushed rejoice. 

Hide your face from my sins, and blot out all my iniquities. 
Create in me a clean heart, O God, and put a new and right spirit within me. 

Do not cast me away from your presence, and do not take your holy spirit from me. 
Restore to me the joy of your salvation, and sustain in me a willing spirit. 

Then I will teach transgressors your ways, and sinners will return to you. 
Deliver me from bloodshed, O God, O God of my salvation, and my tongue will sing aloud of your 
deliverance. 

O Lord, open my lips, and my mouth will declare your praise. 
For you have no delight in sacrifice; if I were to give a burnt offering, you would not be pleased. 

The sacrifice acceptable to God is a broken spirit; a broken and contrite heart, O God, you will not despise. 

After the Psalm the Presider says: 

Almighty God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who desires not the death of sinners, but rather that they may 
turn from their wickedness and live, has given power and commandment to his ministers to declare and pronounce 
to his people, being penitent, the absolution and remission of their sins. He pardons and absolves all those who 
truly repent, and with sincere hearts believe his holy Gospel. 

Therefore we beseech him to grant us true repentance and his Holy Spirit, that those things may please him which 
we do on this day, and that the rest of our life hereafter may be pure and holy, so that at the last we may come to his 
eternal joy; through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 

 

Please stand. 
Collect of the Day 

Presider  The Lord be with you. 
People   And also with you. 
Presider Let us pray. 

Almighty and everlasting God, you hate nothing you have made and forgive the sins of all who are penitent: Create 
and make in us new and contrite hearts, that we, worthily lamenting our sins and acknowledging our wretchedness, 
may obtain of you, the God of all mercy, perfect remission and forgiveness; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who 
lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 
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+ THE LITURGY OF THE WORD + 

Please be seated. 
The Lesson:  Joel 2:1-2, 12-17 

Lector  A Reading from the Book of Joel. 

Blow the trumpet in Zion; sound the alarm on my holy mountain!  

 

Let all the inhabitants of the land tremble,  for the day of the Lord is coming, it is near--a day of darkness 

and gloom, a day of clouds and thick darkness! Like blackness spread upon the mountains a great and 

powerful army comes; their like has never been from of old, nor will be again after them in ages to come. 

 

Yet even now, says the Lord, return to me with all your heart, with fasting, with weeping, and with  

mourning; rend your hearts and not your clothing. 

  

Return to the Lord, your God, for he is gracious and merciful, slow to anger, and abounding in steadfast 

love, and relents from punishing. Who knows whether  he will not turn and relent, and leave a blessing 

behind him, a grain offering and a drink offering for  the Lord, your God?  

 

Blow the trumpet in Zion; sanctify a fast; call a solemn assembly; gather the people. 

Sanctify the congregation; assemble the aged; gather the children, even infants at the breast.  

 

Let the bridegroom leave his room, and the bride her canopy. Between the vestibule and the altar let the 

priests, the ministers of the Lord, weep. Let them say, "Spare your people, O Lord, and do not make your 

heritage a mockery, a byword among the nations.  

 

Why should it be said among the peoples, `Where is their God?'" 

 

Lector  The Word of the Lord. 
People  Thanks be to God. 
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Please stand. 
Gospel Acclamation:  “Lord, Who Throughout These Forty Days” St. Flavian    

Holy Gospel:  Matthew 6: 1-6, 16-21 

Deacon  The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew. 
People  Glory to you, Lord Christ. 

Jesus said, “Beware of practicing your piety before others in order to be seen by them; for then you have no reward 
from your Father in heaven. “So whenever you give alms, do not sound a trumpet before you, as the hypocrites do 
in the synagogues and in the streets, so that they may be praised by others. Truly I tell you, they have received their 
reward. But when you give alms, do not let your left hand know what your right hand is doing, so that your alms 
may be done in secret; and your Father who sees in secret will reward you. 

“And whenever you pray, do not be like the hypocrites; for they love to stand and pray in the synagogues and at the 
street corners, so that they may be seen by others. Truly I tell you, they have received their reward. But whenever 
you pray, go into your room and shut the door and pray to your Father who is in secret; and your Father who sees in 
secret will reward you. 

“And whenever you fast, do not look dismal, like the hypocrites, for they disfigure their faces so as to show others 
that they are fasting. Truly I tell you, they have received their reward. But when you fast, put oil on your head and 
wash your face, so that your fasting may be seen not by others but by your Father who is in secret; and your Father 
who sees in secret will reward you. 

“Do not store up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and rust consume and where thieves break in and 
steal; but store up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor rust consumes and where thieves do 
not break in and steal. For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.” 

Deacon  The Gospel of the Lord. 
People   Praise to you, Lord Christ. 
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Please be seated. 
Homily The Reverend Julie Recher 

Offertory Sentence 

Walk in love, as Christ loved us and gave himself for us, an offering and sacrifice to God. – Ephesians 5:2  

 
+ THE LITURGY OF THE EUCHARISTIC MEAL + 

 
During the “Offering in Song,” please sign the Canterbury Connection Cards in the service bulletin and 

kindly drop it in the wicker basket with your offering.  

To submit your offerings electronically, text the amount you would like to give to 405-645-6608 or  
go to “bit.ly/GiveSAC” in your browser and follow the instructions.  

Thank You. 

Offertory: “When I Survey the Wondrous Cross”   Michael Burkhardt 

Please stand. 
Presentation Hymn:  “The Glory of These Forty Days” Erhalt uns, Herr, 

 

The Great Thanksgiving 

Presider The Lord be with you. 
People   And also with you.  

Presider  Lift up your hearts.  
People   We lift them to the Lord.  

Presider Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  
People   It is right to give him thanks and praise. 

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, Father Almighty,  
Creator of heaven and earth. 

You bid your faithful people cleanse their hearts, and prepare with joy for the Paschal feast; that, fervent in prayer 
and in works of mercy, and renewed by your Word and Sacraments, they may come to the fullness of grace which 
you have prepared for those who love you. 

Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the company of heaven, who 
for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name: 
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Sanctus 

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might.  
heaven and earth are full of your glory.  
    Hosanna in the highest.  
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
    Hosanna in the highest. 

Please stand or kneel. 
Eucharistic Prayer B 

We give thanks to you, O God, for the goodness and love which you have made known to us in creation; in the 
calling of Israel to be your people; in your Word spoken through the prophets; and above all in the Word made 
flesh, Jesus, your Son. For in these last days you sent him to be incarnate from the Virgin Mary, to be the Savior 
and Redeemer of the world. In him, you have delivered us from evil, and made us worthy to stand before you. In 
him, you have brought us out of error into truth, out of sin into righteousness, out of death into life. 

On the night before he died for us, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when he had given thanks to you, he broke 
it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, “Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you.  Do this for the 
remembrance of me.”  

After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and said, “Drink this, all of 
you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. 
Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.”  

Therefore, according to his command, O Father,  

We remember his death, 
We proclaim his resurrection, 
We await his coming in glory; 

And we offer our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving to you, O Lord of all; presenting to you, from your creation, 
this bread and this wine. 

We pray you, gracious God, to send your Holy Spirit upon these gifts that they may be the Sacrament of the Body 
of Christ and his Blood of the new Covenant. Unite us to your Son in his sacrifice, that we may be acceptable 
through him, being sanctified by the Holy Spirit. In the fullness of time, put all things in subjection under your 
Christ, and bring us to that heavenly country where, with St. Augustine of Canterbury and all your saints, we may 
enter the everlasting heritage of your sons and daughters; through Jesus Christ our Lord, the firstborn of all 
creation, the head of the Church, and the author of our salvation. 

By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours,  
Almighty Father, now and for ever. AMEN. 

And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say, 

The Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father, who art in heaven,  
hallowed be thy Name,  
thy kingdom come,  
thy will be done,  
on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread.  
And forgive us our trespasses,  
as we forgive those who trespass against us.  
And lead us not into temptation,  
but deliver us from evil.  
For thine is the kingdom, and the power,  
and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen. 
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Breaking of the Bread 
 
Presider Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us; 
People  Therefore let us keep the feast. 

All Baptized are invited to receive the Holy Meal at the Lord’s Table. 
For Communion, come forward as the ushers release you from your seat. 

If you wish to receive the bread dipped in wine, please receive a napkin from an usher. The bread will be 
dipped in the wine for you by the clergy, then placed on the napkin. After consuming the bread, please place 

the napkin in one of the wicker receptacles.  
If you wish to receive bread only or wine from the common cup, do not receive a napkin, but approach the 

priest with cupped hands. 
To drink from the cup, please consume the bread and proceed to the chalice bearer standing behind the priest.  

Continue down the outside aisle to return to your seat.  
Please note that gluten-free bread is available for those who request it.  

Kindly let the usher know if you need the clergy to bring the bread to you.  
If you wish to only receive a blessing, cross your arms over your chest. 

 

Communion Meditation: “Wondrous Love”  Dale Wood  

+ THE SENDING RITE + 

Please stand or kneel. 
Post-Communion Prayer 

Let us pray. 

Eternal God, heavenly Father, you have graciously accepted us as living members of your Son our Savior 
Jesus Christ, and you have fed us with spiritual food in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood.  Send us now 
into the world in peace, and grant us strength and courage to love and serve you with gladness and singleness 
of heart; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

Solemn Prayer over the People 

Deacon  Bow down before the Lord. 
Presider Grant, most merciful Lord, to your faithful people pardon and peace, that they may be cleansed 

from all their sins, and serve you with a quiet mind; though Christ our Lord.  
People Amen. 

Dismissal 

Deacon  Let us bless the Lord. 
People   Thanks be to God. 

Voluntary: “Improvisation on Lord , Who Throughout These Forty Days”  E.Chard  

+ THE MINISTERS OF THE LITURGY + 
 

Presider: The Reverend Joseph Alsay                                                                                                    
Preacher: The Reverend Julie Recher                                                                                                                      
Deacon: The Reverend Karen Hansen                                                                                                    

Lector: Elizabeth Covell                                                                                                             
Crucifer & Eucharistic Ministers: Elizabeth Covell, Sara Kyte,                                                                          

Guest Organist: Elaine Chard                                                                                                                 
Usher: George Lauffer  
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+ PRAYER LIST +   

Diocesan Cycle of Prayer:  Santa Maria Virgen, Ok lahoma City & Santa Maria Mission, Rivera, 
Uruguay  

For those with medical issues and other needs or concerns:  Len Steedman, Maria del Carmen De La 

Torre, Mindy Campbell, Karen Valentine, Ann Bernal, Bill Havins, Vicki Norman, Charlotte, John Townsell, 

Bill Moon, the Heilman Family, Alexis & Eric Barnes, Kathy Conway, Daniel Gudino,  Kaitlin, Michelle, 

Tricia Spivey, Becca Heaney, Evan and Fabian Harjo, Connie & Harold Myers, Joe Comet, Ted Daniels and 

Family, Toni Nicholls, Clara Spivey, Stephanie Hansen, Jeff Winans, Lee Johnson, Cesar Gudino, Edith 

Kenney, Autumn Goforth, B.J., Daryl Thomasson, Allen Weaver, Paul Bullard, Mike Smith, Abby Eliot, Daniel 

Bellos, Tiana Martinez, Pamela, Evelyn & Eric Thrower, the Lorance Family, Annie Mae Miller, Debbie and 

Al Hamilton, Mike Hodges, Reggie Egins, Jada Smiley, Shiloh Kile, James L. Henry, Jim Henry, Bill Kerr, 

Scott Mills, Stephanie Holladay, Judy Reeder, Richard Stuhr, Robby Housh, Gavin Marshall, Mackenzie Flick, 

Jason Eliot, Jackie Watson, Khalil Franklin, Mary Ortiz, Pamela Hernandez Angelino, Ann Merritt, Terry 

Cannon, The Rev. Kay Boman-Harvey, Dorene Peel, Ladina Justus, Barbara Hendricks, Antonia Duenez 

Estrada, Charlotte Cascio, Beverly Davis, Bill Hoover, David Rios Montero, Manuel Estrada, Inna Jones, 

Vermit Jones, Valentina Gopanyako, Nick Gopanyako, Selena Estrada. Gavin Marshall, Ryan Spillars, Bill 

Hodges, Jessica, Beverly Davis, AimeeAnn, P.J. Nelson, Robin Troutman, Bruce, Jay, Winston, Edit, Jonna, 

Yvonne, Bridget, Marsha & Leonard Cayton, Deb Krausse, Steve Bauer, Teresa & Arnie Stromberg, Karen 

Koch.  

For those in the military:  Megan W eimer, Ryan Natale, Rylee Natale, Brody Campbell, Justin Jones, 
Christopher Rosentreter, Sam Carter, Caleb Mitchell, Aaron Long, Terry Caraway, Reed Hall, Zach Renfroe, 
Rev. Octavia Lindsey, McKenna McCullough, Noel Puryear, Simon Liszeski, Keaton Latner, Kaleigh Hensch, 
Kayleigh Henson, Freddie Kegler, Jay Jordan, William VanSant, Nick Coleman, Rebecka Blaire, Stephen 
Liszeski, Ted Liszeski, Kyle Belt, Andrew Stiendl, James Roberts, John Andrews, Thomas  Andrews, Chase Biel 
Weishaupt, Perry Harding, Nate Phillips, Ashley Adkins, Matt Lake, Derek Wolf, our troops at home and 
abroad and their families.  

Birthdays this week:  Corey Lyne, Mary Blunt, Caiden Dale, Janet Wells, Jillian Hansen, Julio Vega Moura 

For the departed:  Ann Marie Brown, Grant Hileman, Shirley W agoner and  Wayland Parker 

 
 

Please note that a book to write your prayer requests in is located on the Prayer Desk  
in the Narthex. 



ST. AUGUSTINE OF CANTERBURY EPISCOPAL CHURCH 

14700 North May Avenue, Oklahoma City, OK  73134                                                                     
Telephone:  (405) 751-7874                                                                                                                 

Website:  http://www.sac-okc.org/                                                                                                       
Email:  saintaugustineokc@gmail.com                                                                                             

Follow us on Facebook!  http://www.facebook.com/St.AugustineofCanterburyOKC  
 

SERVICE TIMES 
Sunday – Holy Eucharist – 8:30 A.M. & 10:45 A.M.                                                                 

Wednesday – Holy Eucharist – 12 Noon 
 

STAFF                                                                                                                        
Rector: The Reverend Joseph Alsay                                                                                                 

Assisting Priest: The Reverend Canon Tony Moon, Ph.D.                                                                        
Deacon: The Reverend Karen Hansen                                                                                                    

Minister for Youth and Families: Jesse Heath                                                                                            
Administrative Assistant/Member Engagement Coordinator: Sarah-Emily Steinhardt             

Contribution Registrar:  Kenny Koch                                                                                           
Staff Organist: John Stephen Potter                                                                                                 

Staff Musicians: Scott Chard, Guy Nembhard & Karena Van Horn  
 

VESTRY                                                                                                                       
Sr. Warden: James Reeg  Sr . Warden Elect: Michael Johnston                                                                               

Jr. Warden: Jon Wallingford  J r . Warden Elect: William “Bill” Kenney                                                                                                      
Treasurer: Mar ian Moon                                                                                                                  

Other Members: Brad Davidson, John Fink, Jay Kyte, Valer ie Hall, Rick Inselman,                
Valerie Lewis, Scott Myers, & Jason Seabolt                                                                                  

Clerk: Renee Lewis 
OFFICE HOURS 
To offer our staff a Sabbath, the St. Augustine business offices are closed on Mondays, with 
staff available remotely for urgent matters. Ministry Leaders are welcome to access the   
building independently with their key, as needed.    
Father Joseph Alsay, Rector               Tuesday -Thursday 10:00 A.M. - 5:00 P.M      
Sarah-Emily Steinhardt, Admin Assistant  Tuesday -Friday 9:00 AM – 2:00 PM 

AFTER HOURS CONTACT 
Father Joseph              Cell: 405-365-3226        email: fatherjoe@sac-okc.org                                 
Father Tony                Cell: 405-820-9105       email: canontony@sac-okc.org                    
James Reeg, Sr. Warden     Cell: 405-898-7795      email: seniorwarden@sac-okc.org            
Jon Wallingford, Jr. Warden     Cell: 405-250-0275      email: juniorwarden@sac-okc.org       
Jesse Heath, Min. for Youth         Cell: 405-856-2025     email: jesse.heath@sac-okc.org 


