
 

  

A SERVICE OF ADVENT LESSONS & CAROLS 
 

The Second Sunday of Advent 
December 4, 2022 

6:00 P.M. 
 

We welcome you if you are joining us as a guest or a member and we invite you 
to actively join our celebration and worship of God. 

 
This service leaflet contains everything you need to follow and participate in 

the service.  
After the service, please introduce yourself to our Clergy. Please remember to 

sign our Guest Book located at the Welcome Center in the Commons Area. 
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Welcome to St. Augustine of Canterbury Episcopal Church!  

We are delighted that you have chosen to worship with us during this Advent Season.  

During these four weeks before Christmas, the Church stops to prepare for the birth of 
our Savior Jesus Christ. Advent bridges the past and the future, and brings them into the 
present. Advent is a time of the Christ who was, who is, and who is to come. Christ is 
seen not only as a child born of Mary, crucified and resurrected, nor as the fulfillment of 
all things, but as an active presence here and now. Christ stirs power from the past and 
hope from the future, to begin his Messianic reign in the present, which begins in the 
hearts of those who follow the Christ.  

Even as we look at our liturgical environment, we see that it echoes what nature herself 
displays. Indeed, Advent is that inky blue hour between night and day, between the deep 
purple darkness and the light, when we know in our hearts that indeed “the dawn from 
on high will break upon us.” It is the messenger before the day of God, as John the 
baptizer was the messenger before Jesus, calling people in darkness to increase in light 
of love, and bear fruit worthy of repentance.  

It is only through our waiting and preparation, listening to the Word proclaimed, and 
partaking of the Sacraments that we are able to reply with Mary, “Let it be with me 
according to your word.” Only then will the golden dawn of the future for which we 
yearn begin to break forth in all of its splendor.  

If this is your first time in the Episcopal Church, everything you need to follow worship 
is in this Worship Guide. If you have any questions please do not hesitate to ask anyone 
around you for help.  

I hope to meet you before or after worship but just in case I do not, please fill out the 
attendance sheet in your bulletin and place it in the offering plate so we can connect 
with you.  

Again welcome to you and your family.  

Happy Advent,  

Fr. Joseph C. Alsay +  

Rector 
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+ THE GATHERING RITE + 
 

Voluntary: “Lo, How a Rose E’er Blooming” Johannes Brahams 

Rector’s Welcome   

Moment of Silence 

At this time you are invited to reflect, meditate, pray, or engage in other silent activity. At the 
tolling of the bell, please stand and face the entrance. 

Choral Introit:  “Creator of the Stars of Night”                    9th Century Chant 

The Presider addresses the congregation. 

Bidding Prayer 

Beloved in Christ, as we await the great festival of Christmas, let us prepare ourselves so that 
we may be shown its true meaning. Let us hear, in lessons from Holy Scripture, how the 
prophets of Israel foretold that God would visit and redeem the waiting people. Let us rejoice, 
in our carols and hymns, that the good purpose of God is being fulfilled. Let us celebrate the 
promise that our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ, will bring all people and all things into the glory 
of God’s eternal kingdom. The blind receive their sight, and the lame walk, the lepers are 
cleansed, and the deaf hear, the dead are raised up, and the poor hear and see the Gospel. First, 
let us pray for the world God so loves, for those who have not heard the good news of God, or 
who do not believe it; for those who walk in darkness and in the shadow of death; and for the 
Church in this and every place, that it may be freed from all evil and fear, and may in pure joy 
lift up the light of the love of God. 

Silence is observed for people to add their own intercessions. 

These prayers and praises let us humbly offer to God, in the words that Christ himself taught us: 

 

 

 

 

 

OUR MISSION STATEMENT 
We are an enthusiastically welcoming and inviting Christian community  

committed to the unity of all people with God through Christ. 

DECLARACIÓN DE NUESTRA MISIÓN 
Somos una comunidad Cristiana que da la bienvenida con entusiasmo y acogedor,  

comprometida con la unidad de toda la gente con Dios a a través de Cristo. 
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The Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father, who art in heaven,  
 hallowed be thy Name, 
 thy kingdom come,  
 thy will be done,  
     on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread.  
And forgive us our trespasses, 
 as we forgive those  
     who trespass against us.  
And lead us not into temptation,  
 but deliver us from evil.  
For thine is the kingdom,  
 and the power, and the glory,  
 for ever and ever. Amen. 

May the Lord, when he comes, find us watching and waiting, now and at the all times.. Amen. 

Hymn:  “O Come O Come Emmanuel” Adapted by: Thomas Helmore 



 

5 

+ THE LITURGY OF THE WORD + 
 
Please be seated. 
First Lesson: Genesis 3: 8-14 

Lector  Our First Lesson is from the Third Chapter of Genesis. 

They heard the sound of the Lord God walking in the garden at the time of the evening breeze, 
and the man and his wife hid themselves from the presence of the Lord God among the trees of 
the garden. But the Lord God called to the man, and said to him, “Where are you?” He said, “I 
heard the sound of you in the garden, and I was afraid, because I was naked; and I hid myself.” 
He said, “Who told you that you were naked? Have you eaten from the tree of which I 
commanded you not to eat?” The man said, “The woman whom you gave to be with me, she 
gave me fruit from the tree, and I ate.” Then the Lord God said to the woman, “What is this that 
you have done?” The woman said, “The serpent tricked me, and I ate.” The Lord God said to 
the serpent, “Because you have done this, cursed are you among all animals and among all wild 
creatures; upon your belly you shall go, and dust you shall eat all the days of your life.” 

Lector  Here ends the Lesson. 

Carol:  “A Tender Shoot” Otto Goldschmidt 

Second Lesson: Isaiah 40: 1-11 

Lector  Our Second Lesson is from the Fourtieth Chapter of Isaiah. 

Comfort, O comfort my people, says your God. Speak tenderly to Jerusalem, and cry to her that 
she has served her term, that her penalty is paid, that she has received from the Lord’s hand 
double for all her sins. A voice cries out: “In the wilderness prepare the way of the Lord, make 
straight in the desert a highway for our God. Every valley shall be lifted up, and every mountain 
and hill be made low; the uneven ground shall become level, and the rough places a plain. Then 
the glory of the Lord shall be revealed, and all people shall see it together, for the mouth of the 
Lord has spoken.” A voice says, “Cry out!” And I said, “What shall I cry?” All people are 
grass, their constancy is like the flower of the field. The grass withers, the flower fades, when 
the breath of the Lord blows upon it; surely the people are grass. The grass withers, the flower 
fades; but the word of our God will stand forever. Get you up to a high mountain, O Zion, 
herald of good tidings; lift up your voice with strength, O Jerusalem, herald of good tidings, lift 
it up, do not fear; say to the cities of Judah, “Here is your God!” See, the Lord God comes with 
might, and his arm rules for him; his reward is with him, and his recompense before him. He 
will feed his flock like a shepherd; he will gather the lambs in his arms, and carry them in his 
bosom, and gently lead the mother sheep. 

Lector  Here ends the Lesson. 
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Please stand. 
Hymn:  “Prepare the Way O Zion” Frans Mikael Franzen 
 adapted by Charles P. Price 

Please be seated. 
Third Lesson: Jeremiah 31: 31-34 
 
Lector  Our Third Lesson is from the Thirty-First Chapter of Jeremiah. 

The days are surely coming, says the Lord, when I will make a new covenant with the house of 
Israel and the house of Judah. It will not be like the covenant that I made with their ancestors 
when I took them by the hand to bring them out of the land of Egypt—a covenant that they 
broke, though I was their husband, says the Lord. But this is the covenant that I will make with 
the house of Israel after those days, says the Lord: I will put my law within them, and I will 
write it on their hearts; and I will be their God, and they shall be my people. No longer shall 
they teach one another, or say to each other, “Know the Lord,” for they shall all know me, from 
the least of them to the greatest, says the Lord; for I will forgive their iniquity, and remember 
their sin no more. 

Lector  Here ends the Lesson. 

Carol:  “Drop Down, Ye Heavens, From Above” Judith Weir 

Fourth Lesson: Micah 5: 2-4 

Lector  Our Fourth Lesson is from the Fifth Chapter of Micah. 

But you, O Bethlehem of Ephrathah, who are one of the little clans of Judah, from you shall 
come forth for me one who is to rule in Israel, whose origin is from of old, from ancient days. 
Therefore he shall give them up until the time when she who is in labor has brought forth; then 
the rest of his kindred shall return to the people of Israel. And he shall stand and feed his flock  
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in the strength of the Lord, in the majesty of the name of the Lord his God. And they shall live 
secure, for now he shall be great to the ends of the earth. 

Lector  Here ends the Lesson. 

Please stand. 
Hymn:  “Lo, How A Rose E’er Blooming”                       Theodore Baker 
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Please be seated. 
Fifth Lesson: Isaiah 35: 1-10 

Lector  Our Fifth Lesson is from the Thirty-Fifth Chapter of Isaiah 

The wilderness and the dry land shall be glad, the desert shall rejoice and blossom; like the 
crocus it shall blossom abundantly, and rejoice with joy and singing. The glory of Lebanon 
shall be given to it, the majesty of Carmel and Sharon. They shall see the glory of the Lord, the 
majesty of our God. Strengthen the weak hands, and make firm the feeble knees. Say to those 
who are of a fearful heart, “Be strong, do not fear! Here is your God. He will come with 
vengeance, with terrible recompense. He will come and save you.” Then the eyes of the blind 
shall be opened, and the ears of the deaf unstopped; then the lame shall leap like a deer, and the 
tongue of the speechless sing for joy. For waters shall break forth in the wilderness, and streams 
in the desert; the burning sand shall become a pool, and the thirsty ground springs of water; the 
haunt of jackals shall become a swamp, the grass shall become reeds and rushes. A highway 
shall be there, and it shall be called the Holy Way; the unclean shall not travel on it, but it shall 
be for God’s people; no traveler, not even fools, shall go astray. No lion shall be there, nor shall 
any ravenous beast come up on it; they shall not be found there, but the redeemed shall walk 
there. And the ransomed of the Lord shall return, and come to Zion with singing; everlasting 
joy shall be upon their heads; they shall obtain joy and gladness, and sorrow and sighing shall 
flee away. 

Lector  Here ends the Lesson. 

Carol:  “E’en So, Lord Jesus, Quickly Come”   Paul Manz 
 
Sixth Lesson:  Zephaniah 3: 14-18 

Lector  Our Sixth Lesson is from the Third Chapter of Zephaniah. 

Sing aloud, O daughter Zion; shout, O Israel! Rejoice and exult with all your heart, O daughter 
Jerusalem! The Lord has taken away the judgments against you, he has turned away your 
enemies. The king of Israel, the Lord, is in your midst; you shall fear disaster no more. On that 
day it shall be said to Jerusalem: Do not fear, O Zion; do not let your hands grow weak. The 
Lord, your God, is in your midst, a warrior who gives victory; he will rejoice over you with 
gladness, he will renew you in his love; he will exult over you with loud singing as on a day of 
festival. I will remove disaster from you, so that you will not bear reproach for it. 

Lector  Here ends the Lesson. 
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Please stand 
Hymn:  “Come Thou Long Expected Jesus” Charles Wesley 

 
Please be seated.  
Seventh Lesson: Luke 1: 26-38 

Lector  Our Seventh Lesson is from the First Chapter of Luke. 

In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent by God to a town in Galilee called Nazareth, to a 
virgin engaged to a man whose name was Joseph, of the house of David. The virgin’s name was 
Mary. And he came to her and said, “Greetings, favored one! The Lord is with you.” But she 
was much perplexed by his words and pondered what sort of 

greeting this might be. The angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have found favor 
with God. And now, you will conceive in your womb and bear a son, and you will name him 
Jesus. He will be great, and will be called the Son of the Most High, and the Lord God will give 
to him the throne of his ancestor David. He will reign over the house of Jacob forever, and of 
his kingdom there will be no end.” Mary said to the angel, “How can this be, since I am a 
virgin?” The angel said to her, “The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the Most 
High will overshadow you; therefore the child to be born will be holy; he will be called Son of 
God. And now, your relative Elizabeth in her old age has also conceived a son; and this is the 
sixth month for her who was said to be barren. For nothing will be impossible with God.” Then 
Mary said, “Here am I, the servant of the Lord; let it be with me according to your word.” Then 
the angel departed from her. 

Lector  Here ends the Lesson. 
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Please stand 
Hymn:  “Rejoice, Rejoice Believers”   Laurenties Laurenti 
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Please remain standing. 
Vesper Responsory 
 
Officiant  Judah and Jerusalem, fear not, nor be dismayed: 
People  Tomorrow go ye forth, and the Lord, he will be with you, 
Officiant Stand ye still, and ye shall see the salvation of the Lord. 
People  Tomorrow go ye forth, and the Lord, he will be with you, 
Officiant Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost. 
People  Tomorrow go ye forth, and the Lord, he will be with you. 
Officiant We wait for your loving kindness, O Lord. 
People  In the midst of your temple. 

 
Please be seated. 
Offertory Anthem: “Ave Maria”                    Sergei Rachmaninoff 
 

+ THE SENDING RITE + 
Please stand.  
Collect for Advent 
O God, who makes us glad with the yearly expectation of your coming: grant that we, who with 
joy receive your only begotten Son as our Redeemer, may without fear behold him when he 
shall come to be our Judge, even your Son our Lord Jesus Christ; who lives and reigns with you 
and the Holy Spirit, one God, world without end. Amen. 
 
Concluding Collect 
God of timeless grace, you fill us with joyful expectation. Make us ready for the message that 
prepares the way, that with uprightness of heart and holy joy we may eagerly await the 
kingdom of your Son, Jesus Christ, who reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, now and for ever. 
Amen. 
 
Please remain standing. 
Advent Blessing 

Presider May Almighty God, by whose providence our Savior Christ came among us in 
  great humility, sanctify you with the light of his blessing and set you free from 
  all sin.  
People Amen. 
 
Presider May he whose second Coming in power and great glory we await, make you 
  steadfast in faith, joyful in hope, and constant in love.  
People Amen. 
 
Presider May you, who rejoice in the first Advent of our Redeemer, at his second Advent 
  be rewarded with unending life.  
People Amen. 
 
Presider And the blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be 
  upon you and remain with you forever.  
People Amen. 
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Hymn:  “Lo He Comes With Clouds Descending”  Charles Wesley 
 

Voluntary: “In Dulci Jublio”  BWV 729 by J.S. Bach  

You are cordially invited to the Commons Area for refreshments following the service, so that 
we may get to know each other better. 
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+ MINISTERS OF THE LITURGY + 
 

Presider: The Reverend Joseph C. Alsay                                                                                
Verger: Jesse Heath                                                                                                            

Thurifer:  Dar in Herndon                                                                                                       
Crucifer:  Gil Haas                                                                                                                

Torch Bearers:  Jeannie Haas and Jan Hunter                                                                                                   
First Lesson:  Gil Haas                                                                                                             

Second Lesson:  Valer ie Hall                                                                                                
Third Lesson:  Brad Davidson                                                                                            
Fourth Lesson:  Jeannie Haas                                                                                                    

Fifth Lesson:  Scott Chard                                                                                                     
Sixth Lesson:  Manny Duncanson                                                                                       

Seventh Lesson:  Marcy Taber                                                                                                 
Choir Director: Vicki Schaeffer                                                                                            

Artist In Residence: Bella Voce Chamber  Choir                                                                    
Organist: John Potter                                                                                                             

Video Team: Josh Eliot and Br i McGhee                                                                         
Ushers: Mike Hall and Ricky Womack 

+ THIS IS OUR STORY + 
 

Today is the feast of St. John of Damascus.  He was born in ~675 AD in Damascus, and he is 
the patron saint of pharmacists, icon painters, and theology students.  He was one of the Fathers 
of the Eastern Orthodox Church, and he is best known for his strong defense of icons.  He com-
posed several hymns which are still used in Orthodox,  Episcopal, and western Lutheran 
churches at Easter (Come, Ye Faithful, Raise the Strain is in our hymnal).  His Arab Christian 
father desired that he study not only Muslim texts, but Greek texts as well.  John used his 
knowledge of the Koran to substantiate his harsh criticisms of it.  As Muslims progressively 
occupied the Byzantine Empire, the Emperor of Constantinople issued an edict barring the ven-
eration of icons.  In response, John raised a vigorous defense of the holy images.  In retaliation, 
the emperor sent forged documents to the Muslim caliph which implicated John in a plot to at-
tack Damascus.  The caliph subsequently ordered John‘s right hand to be cut off.  Some days 
afterwards, John prayed fervently to the icon of St. Theotokos, and shortly thereafter, his hand 
was said to have been miraculously restored.   

  
 

If you have a liturgical question or an inquiry about anything that transpires during or around 
our worship service, please forward the question you would like researched to: 
gghaas@aol.com. Please note whether we can credit you as the source of the  

question  
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ST. AUGUSTINE OF CANTERBURY EPISCOPAL CHURCH 

14700 North May Avenue, Oklahoma City, OK  73134 
Telephone:  (405) 751-7874 

Website:  http://www.sac-okc.org/ 
Email:  saintaugustineokc@gmail.com  

Follow us on Facebook!  http://www.facebook.com/St.AugustineofCanterburyOKC  
 

SERVICE TIMES 
Sunday – Holy Eucharist – 8:30 A.M. & 10:45 A.M.  

Wednesday – Holy Eucharist – 12 Noon 
 

STAFF 
Rector: The Reverend Joseph Alsay 

Assisting Priest: The Reverend Canon Tony Moon, Ph.D. 
Deacon: The Reverend Karen Hansen  

Minister for Youth and Families: Jesse Heath  
Administrative Assistant/Member Engagement Coordinator: Sarah-Emily Steinhardt 

Contribution Registrar:  Kenny Koch 
Staff Organist: John Stephen Potter  

Staff Musicians: Scott Chard, Guy Nembhard & Karena Van Horn  
 

VESTRY 
Sr. Warden: James Reeg 

Jr. Warden: Jon Wallingford 
Treasurer: Mar ian Moon 

Other Members: Renee Bauer , Matthew Cloud, Brad Davidson, John Fink,  
Valerie Hall, Rick Inselman, Valerie Lewis, Sherry Dale, & Jason Seabolt 

Clerk: Renee Lewis 

OFFICE HOURS 
Father Joseph Alsay, Rector               Monday-Thursday 10:00 A.M. - 5:00 P.M 
Sarah-Emily Steinhardt, Admin Assistant  Monday-Friday 9:00 AM – 2:00 PM 

AFTER HOURS CONTACT 
Father Joseph              Cell: 405-365-3226        email: fatherjoe@sac-okc.org                                 
Father Tony                Cell: 405-820-9105       email: canontony@sac-okc.org                    
James Reeg, Sr. Warden     Cell: 405-898-7795      email: seniorwarden@sac-okc.org       
Jon Wallingford, Jr. Warden     Cell: 405-250-0275      email: juniorwarden@sac-okc.org       
Jesse Heath, Min. for Youth         Cell: 405-856-2025       email: jesse.heath@sac-okc.org 


